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St James’ CE Primary School is committed to the safeguarding of our pupils and staff.

Statement of Vision and Values

In consultation with pupils, parents, governors, community
members and staff our vision and values were generated based on
our inspiration from the Parable of the Sower and how this links to
our children and their journey with us.

Our School Vision:
Within our community we strive to develop deep roots, strong
growth and freedom to flourish as a unique and whole child of God.

Matthew 13 - The Parable of the Sower — ‘... but the seed falling on
good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands
it. ....... produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times
what was sown.”

Values

We decided at St James CE Primary School that Kindness and Respect

are values which we feel underpin our vision and are incorporated in all

we do and say — so therefore these two values will be taught alongside
all the other six values we have chosen.

> termly focus Value
Autumn 1 Responsibility
Autumn 2 Friendship
Spring 1 Perseverance
Spring 2 Trust
Summer 1 Courage
Summer 2 Positivity
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Intent

At St. James CE Primary Schooly i is our aimv for alls children to- learn to- speaks read: and wiite
creative learmers.  Through our teaching of Englishy we aim to- nurture withiry children o love for
books - reading for their own genuine enjoyment.  Therefore; it is our philosophy thats childrer
should engage inv v curriculum thab inspires their reading, writing and, spoken language.

We believe the teaching of English is a crucial key to- improsing learing and, raising standards.

Our aim is for alls children to- have equal, access to- English, whichs is one of the core subjects of
the 2014 National, Curriculum.  The school values all, pupils’ efforts to- read; wite and talk.  This
is demonstrated, by pupil's work, displayed, inv classrooms; o positive agreed, approachs to
assessment; and, the role of self assessment inv pupili's progress.

We intend that eachy child:

e To create confident writers who- deelop stamina for writing throughouts school

o Fordll of our children to be independent; writers, building on o range of skills as

o Thab all of our children are exposed to high quality texts that model; excellent
wniting practises across a broads range of genres.
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as o positive part of the learming process.
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widening wocabulary.
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o Thab our children have highs expectations of themselves where they take pride inv

Implementation

Reading:
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Reading is ab the core of our curriculum. Childrers will, read, ab school as wells as listery to
Whmr\eadmgaloud Eadwdawwwha&whb»angwhmdﬂdmmsdectbook&m
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mmmwmmmm&awwwwﬁmwwwm%
author choices s o key area, of deselopment. These are taught throughs comprehension,

Phonics:
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books whichs are from Colline Big Cat. The programme fosters Childrerv's speaking and,
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lessons that reinforces o letter sound, and, phase. There are 5 phases and, these are
faughto&awholeda&aandhwsrmﬂengmp&onmaJﬂ basis. The books that the
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Handwriting

Cursive handwriting teaches pupils to- joury letters in words as as series of continuous
Reception onmards using ‘Letterjoin, our online platform that is used, inv school and,
ﬂvwghhml&c!\nmg/ Ir\;r\ecepblomand/Yeah| duldmanetawghboor\r\e@tldiaw
Formation throughy prinke Inv year 2 we use begin the teaching of continuous cursive
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Spelling
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areas of the curriculum and, is crucial to- denveloping o child's confidence, motivation and,
self-esteem. We prosvide children with o range of spelling strategies throughout school,
Ear\hé/Year\s/, Fow\dahomand;K&d/Stag,e| u&ng;wnphoruo&pxogmmmo%hﬁie
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those children who need; it

Writing Process

Each unit of writing wills consist of learing done through a, leaming journey throughout
wnwhnwob&edlmw Thi&wwmtomﬂwbﬂ\&bmldrupoa@knowbdgﬁond}
skxll&t&pxogp@s&»veandd&on A[ﬂ'wughﬂ\epedagogwabproces&t&d@fodedl(ﬁonwdm
are needed: For example, if more than one lesson is needed to- embed, o, skill, thery this
lyrics from o songs (arwthing that mighty get the, children excited about writing.

@wwwuqﬁoppommwd&dopand@mmspmwmw
* sharing and enjoying a range of rhymes, songs, stories and, books;
* immersion irv a prink richy enwironment; with, opportunities for oral, language
and;wmibemcorrmwmoohomegx d%fermhated/phonwachmhw
e Guided Reading three times o week, eachs child ts taking part ab their leel,
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e Core hook activities withs as shared, reading and, wiiting focus each week,
o Little Wandle Letters and, sounds sessions are dailyy and, include Child initiated and, adult

At the end, of the Foundations Stage, childrery will meet; withs their news teacher ir their new
classroom before they mosve to- Year |.

The teaching of English iy KSI wills include:
*  specking and, listening activities, exg. role play, pair talk, drama and hot seating iy order
o explicit teaching of phonics and, spelling using the Little Wandle Letter and, Sounds (see
Phonics Policy)
*  using o range of genres will dexelop comprehension and, composition skills and the

. mw&mwapnrmtm&nenMummmbﬂwbpromob@s reading culture denvelops
children's oral and, wnitterny communication.

Key Stage 2 (KS2 - Years 3 to 6)

InvKS2 childrer learnv to- change the way they speak and write to- suits different; situations,
purposes and audiences. They read o range of texts and respond, to- different layers of meaning

At the beginning of Year 3, the Year 2 teacher assessments (informed through, the KSI tests) will
enable the planned, work to- follow a smooths transition.

Theteadun.g;o}En.ghéquSdeLmdudﬂ
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e reading a range of genres to demelop comprehension skills and, scaffold, wiiting;
o ww@mwwmmwm&wwmw

o handwmtmg;andp;wiahonobsbﬂ&taughtondmodeﬂedu&ngﬂx&ldi@m
* immersion irv a print richy enwironment that: promotes o reading culbure: and, deselops
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The Early Leaming Goals are followed, in Reception to- ensure continuity and, progression from the
Foundations Stage through to year 6.

Across the school, children are taught inv year groups. They, hare the opportunity to- works
independently, or co-operate irv ability or mixed ability groups wher appropriate. English is
taught as o discrete subject; but cross-curricular links are: developed: and encouraged;
particularly with, our Curriculumy Maestro- Topics.  With the school's curriculum, there s
prosision for as range of teaching and, leaming inputs; including cross curnicular links,
;tomtemahonal,' links, drama, talking partners, trips; theatre/storytelling workshops, speakers, media

Computing and, ICT

IWMCWTM@M%WWWWW
dioﬂomnes/ﬂ\mwu&mta\nﬁt,ermmeto A&damhawmandam&tolpad&and‘
laptops for v class use (ab least one laptop between two- pupils and: one eachs inv year 6). There
are o range of writing and teaching programs on all. computers to- support the teaching and,

Irv addition to the online resources amailable, eachs classrooms has age-appropriate resources;
Reading areas inv classrooms are used, where children, can use the books as home-reading books.
There s also- o range of reading scheme books that are; accessible for children in Reception up
to Year 6 for reading sessions or to- for them to take home, where they would: continue to

Approaches to Speaking and, Listening

Inv line withy the New 2014 Englishs Curriculum, we believe that: speaking and, listening is
fundamental to children's demelopment and that confidence, inv this areas is essential to- be successful
v all areas of English denelopments

small, group settings. Opportunities across the school’'s Curriculum Maestro- curniculurmy are
@ means of capturing achiemement, progress and, keeping records irv speaking and, listening.

Approaches to Reading

We aim to enable the children to read a range of texts withs increasing fuency and with
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The books inv classrooms provide a range of reading, - including a mixture of ‘real; books, both,

fictiorny and, non-fickions Childrery iy EYFS and, KS| wills work throughs as programme of sequenced,
Banding). Children, are encouraged, to- select reading books independently. Once children, are able
to read the ‘Diamond’ book band independently they willl become o ‘Free: Reader enabling them

other children. Weekly guided, reading or whole class reading sessions take place ins KSI and KS2
outside of English lessons.  Children are encouraged to take books home. Parents are encouraged,
to share i the development, of reading skills by listening to their children read, and, to leamve o
comment, iy their children/'s Home~School reading records Inv upper KS2 children ares encouraged,
to be signing their own reading record by writing o short sentence about, what they have read.

The teaching of phonics begins in Reception using the Litle Wandle Letters and Sounds
programme.

Whole Class Reading - denvelops listening skills, o love of story and reading for pleasure.  This
vocabulary choices as appropriate to-the lemel, of the children. In all year groups this happens
onv o daily basis and texts are ofterv linked, to- their Leaming Challenge enguiries.

Shared, Reading - immenrses childrer inv the, pattern of story and, features of text types. This
happens irv English sessions whery introducing text and, prior to- writing. The teacher models as

Guided Reading - targets children's reading skills: Guided reading takes place irv small groups
with teacher's and, sometimes the Learning Assistant’s inpub using a, lenelled, text.

WWCWRMWOW—WH@G&W&MWW%U\@WW@W
each other inv their learming and, developing skills; i both, KSI and, KS2.

Independent Reading - books are sent home with, o Reading Record, Book for communication with,
childrery read, discussing the story and to leave o comment irv their children’'s Reading Record,
Book. Children, are; encouraged to- choose books independently fromv the reading area to read, or
looks aty with, their parents/carers. In KSI particulanly, childrerns will, work throughs o programme, of
decodable books iy EYFS and KSI. Howener; this may vary so- as to encourage reading, different
styles of books. In Year 2 and KS2 children, may choose their own chapter book to take home
and, these are: changed regularly. Some childrer i KS2 are also gisens scheme books to further
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The Reading Erwironment

and, show- homemade books. Books are also displayed, and, promoted around, the classroom and,

Phonics

Little Wandle Letters and, Sounds; is used, as' o synthetic phonics reading programme taught
daily as a, discrete phonics lessory from Reception throughs KSI (sees Phonics Policy).

Assessmenty and, targeb setting v Reading

Every half tenm the children will be: assessed, using onv on-line Target Tracker programme whichs
relates to the 2014 curiculum objectives. Guided reading and whole class reading workshop

Approaches to writing

We want, children to- deelop wiiting skills for o range of purposes and, audiences, using spelling,

Shared, Writing, / Jointy Constructior - is modelled by the teacher as the ‘expert wiiter” with,

This s teachen-led writing with children watching and, contributing ideas. Shared, writing is not
exclusive to- Englishy sessions and, canv be taughts across the school's Learming Challenge
strategies needed, in wiiting: Not all, of these can be: modelled, inv one session, bub the teacher as

Guided writing takes place irv smalls groups with, o teaching focus using targets seb by identified,
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ses&omandea&ugudedgmupwmte&w&h@teadﬂm Th@maumpaﬂboaﬁ’drwses&onjt&spmtbg

Irv Reception children receive more indiridualised, support fromy the teacher/support staff ab the

Irv Reception children expenience writing i o range of seftings and, opportunities for
erwironment. Children/'s ownv attempts abr early, writing are celebrated, and, promoted, alongside
of writing demelopment: Iny Receptions and KSI, childrervs writing that: needs interpretation can be
scribed by o teacher or adult working with the group. Ideally this is' during the learming session.

Independent Writing

Whiting' Enwironment,

Handwiriting

Handwriting and, letter formation is taught: throughout the school.  The correct way of forming
Good, presentation s emphasised ab all times and, throughy all, forms of witing.  Support is givery
are sab onv the left hand, side, of the table. Pens are introduced, inv the form of o ‘Perv Licence once
@ child’'s handwwiting and, presentationals skills are correct; and, consistent

We aimy for children to:
o [form letters correctly, leading to- o fluent; legible and individual style

Al stoff are; expected, to- model, the leels of handwiting expected, across the school.
(see’ handwriting policy)
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Assessment; and, targeb setting inv wiriting
Work, will, bes assessed, irv line with, the, Assessment, / Feedback and, Marking Policy.

* Pre & post assessments - are used at the beginning of each unit (genre) of work where teachers
o The Targeb Tracker Assessments are used exery half tenm to- assess the children's knowledge

CW&WEWM@WMW@W%W hnked/tothe;leammgz

succ,@s&mmg,. CWWMW@WWWWO}MMW
self-assessment; or peer assessment.  This encourages children to- understand, whats their next steps
irv books s marked, using the St James’ Marking Feedback policy and extended, pieces of writing
taught skills.

Book and, English week
Book week usually takes place irv the Spring Term when we organise exents to promote reading

Inclusion

We aim to- ensure leaming, is accessible for all, children, so that they achieme as highly as they
challenges.

throughs a range of assessment; procedures including feedbacks observations and marking, allows

Equal opportunities

Al childrery are entitled to highs quality English teaching - we aim to- provide suitable learing
or where English, is anv additional language.  If o child is performing below the national
expectations, it is the responsibility of the teacher to inform the Assessment Headteacher and
Englishy Curriculum Leader during Pupil, Progress: Rexiew Meetings; conducted exery term, and, set
appropriate English, targets onv the child's Indinvidual Educations Plan.
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Role of the: curniculum leader

The Curriculum Leader supports the improsements of the standards of teaching and learming irv
English, through:

Monitoring and exaluating Englishi-
WWWW%&WW

il
Hi
¢
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Parents/carers are; encouraged to- support their child's deselopment. Reading with, children is
crucial the children's Reading Record Book ares used for parents/carers to leave a comment; about
their child's reading ab home: Libraries ares o valuable resource for parents/carers to- use withs their
childreru

Impact

The impach onv our children s clear: progress, sustained learning and transferrable skills.
time they are inv upper Key Stage 2, most genres of wiiting are familiar to- them and, the
ﬂwmwmwdmnmmmgofwwﬂwd\ddmwﬂmmmmmm
become o successful, writer and reader and that then influences whaty and, how it s
taught to the children inv order for them to- be successful.

other subjects; this shows consolidation of skills and, a deeper understanding of how and,
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